mIXERGAEPIMEXE

Arakawa Tarouemon Area Nature Restoration Project

About the Nature Restoration Project

The Arakawa River is a Class A
river, 173 km in length. Originating in
Mt. Kobushigatake, it flows through
the Chichibu Basin and the Nagatoro
Gorge then across the Kanto Plain
along the border between Saitama
Prefecture and Tokyo before empty-
ing into Tokyo Bay. The Tarouemon
Nature Restoration Area is the exten-
sive floodplain of the middle reaches
of the river, where Okegawa City,
Kawajima Town and Ageo City are

located. _ _
The name ‘Tarouemon’ is said to

be the name of a person who in the
Edo Period established a ferry ser-
vice here, and is now the name given

to the area and to the bridge.
The Tarouemon Nature Resto-

ration Area is the area around the
three ponds that were remnants of
the former river channel when river
improvements carried out in the past
straightened the main stream of the

Arakawa River. }
However, there are two major

issues in this area, which was once
an extensive wetlands: (1) Progres-
sive aridification of the land due to
the reduced frequency of flooding,
and (2) The ongoing loss of the dis-
tinctive appearance of the riverside
as trees in the wooded areas mature

and grow tall.
The Arakawa Tarouemon Area

Nature Restoration Project is a proj-
ect undertaken in this Tarouemon
Nature Restoration Area, based on
the Act on the Promotion of Nature
Restoration (enacted in 2002), which
aims to restore the true natural envi-
ronment .
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The rich ecosystem the project hopes to provide
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BB DERE - B4 Conservation and restoration of former river channel
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Work is under way to create open water areas with the aim of conserving and restoring the former
river channels (Kami-ike Pond, Naka-ike Pond and Simo-ike Pond).
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In riverside forests of tall, mature alder trees, the thinning of the trees, clearance of undergrowth, lowering of the ground
level and transplantation of trees will conserve and restore riverside forests that will support trees of varying ages.
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On the flood ﬁlain around Kami-ike Pond, the wetland and still-water environment is being expanded
by lowering the ground level.
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Juvenile trees are growing (Imageﬁor’imslraliun )
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With wetland on the river terrace, wetland plants
will grow there. (Image is for illustration )
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With no wetland, the river terrace is overgrown
with weeds (River terrace facing Kami-ike Pond)
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The water surface has been restored
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There is almost no water surface (Kami-ike Pond)
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The Arakawa Tarouemon Area Nature Restoration Council ask you to treat the natural environment with care. ‘ . 7 ) ?M;::s s
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