
 LESSONS LEARNED FROM THE RIVER ADMINISTRATOR AND 
SUBSEQUENT EFFORTS BASED ON TONE RIVER SYSTEM WATER QUALITY 

ACCIDENT BY FORMALDEHYDE 
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Preservation of river water quality is an important national policy for supporting people�s lives and industries in 
Japan However there are concerns about river water quality

In recent years a case concerned to have a huge impact on society is Tone River system water quality accident by 
formaldehyde occurred in May 2012 which affected large areas of Tone river basin This chemical substance was 
generated by a chemical reaction of chlorination in water purification plants and precursors in raw water from the 
river There are only few cases in Japan therefore we would like to inform useful information for strategies on 
water quality accident in the future by earning a lesson from the river administrator and introduce new approaches 
based on the lessons
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