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In Anticipation of an Earthquake
“BE PREPARED!”
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Japan's mythology has closely connected earthquakes with
catfish since ancient times.
This illustration will give you an idea why.
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Earthquakes and
Vehicle Drivers

Japan is one of the most earthquake-prone countries in
the world. It is generally expected that the Japanese
Archipelago will again suffer a major earthquake - and it
could happen at any time. You could be anywhere. Let
us here imagine you are in your car, driving down an
expressway. What should you do? Let's examine the
important actions a driver must take in earthquake

emergencies.
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When You Sense
an Earthquake While Driving

=Never slam on the brakes. Gradually reduce your speed and
pull over to the left-hand side of the road, parking on the road
shoulder if possible. Cut your vehicle's engine.

=Avoid pulling the car over under a high cutting section or near
the entrance or exit to a tunnel because there might be the
danger of a landslide, depending on seismic activity.

#Expressways will be closed to traffic and subject to road
inspection in the case of a seismic intensity of 4.5 (equivalent
to "5 Lower " on JMA scales) or over,

#=When this occurs, throughways and road lanes must be kept
clear for emergency vehicles.

#|f you have been struck by an earthquake in a rest area. follow
the evacuation guidance by the attendants.
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Pulling the Vehicle Over
to the Road Shoulder

= After cutling the engine, take precautionary measures to prevent

a rear-end collision. Turn on the hazard lights and place a
triangular warning sign on a prominent position, so drivers
approaching from the rear can easily see your vehicle. Also,
ensure inter-vehicle spacing.

#Don't be misled by false rumors. Always act with caution,
following airections of the police and Expressway Company
Limitea. Listen to your radio or watch your car TV to learn factual
information. In particular, coastal areas might be hit by tsunami.
Listen to your radio to collect information on the height of
tsunami, etc.
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If You Have to Leave your Car
on the Road

= Cut the engine and close the windows and doors securely, but be
sure to leave them unlocked. Leave your key in the ignition. If
your vehicle cannot be moved, there might be harm in rescue
work and accident handling.
(Leave a note providing contact information in the vehicle.)

=Remove all articles of value from the vehicle.

#To avoid being hit by other vehicles, do not stay in your vehicle or
on the road shoulder. Evacuate to safe places such as an
emergency parking bay and outside of the guardrail.

=General Disaster Information will be provided, using road
information boards, over public address systems on police and
Expressway Company Limited patrol cars, over the highway

radios, and at service areas along the expressway.
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If a Vehicle Fire Occurs

= Do the best you can to get the fire under control while it is still
containable. Get help from other people. A fire can quickly
spread to other vehicles in the area.

# Of course, you should keep your fire extinguisher handy at all
times. Laws require that 'hazardous cargo' vehicles be
equipped with fire extinguishers.
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Emergency Telephones

Installed at Intervals of 1 km.

= |f you come across vehicle fires or traffic accidents, or damage
to the road, immediately contact Expressway Company
Limited using the emergency telephone units placed at
expressway intervals of 1 km (or 200 m in a tunnel). (Only
picking up the telephone will connect to the Road Control
Center.)

= These emergency telephones may be engaged during
emergencies. Be patient! Wait for the tremor to subside
before trying to contact Expressway Company Limited.

# Emergency lines are not connected to the general telephone
system -you cannot use them to call home.

#|f the emergency telephones are dead, use the Road
Emergency Dial (#9910) or contact a tollgate if you are near
the interchange.
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Preparation and
Emergency Supplies

The essential emergency supply kit should contain the following
items: (based on the past experience)

1) Water (to be carried in a 1-liter plastic container at all times)
2) Non-perishable foods 3) Flashlights or torches
4) Transistor radio (in case of damage to your car radio)
5) First-aid kit 6) Blankets 7) Ropes

8) Fire extinguisher

9) Hammer for escaping from a vehicle
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Forecast of Earthquakes and
Areas Where Intensified Disaster
Prevention Measures are Taken.

When an earthquake of magnitude 8 occurs in the Tokai District,
those places registering a seismic intensity of "6 Lower" or
higher, or hit by sea waves caused by the earthquake, will be
designated as ‘'Areas Where Intensified Disaster Prevention
Measures Will Be Taken'.

With seismic observation network strengthened in these
vulnerable localities, big earthquakes can now be forecast just
before they occur.

Roads under control of Expressway Company Limited in this
area are shown on the map.
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Expressway Traffic Control in the Event of
an Earthquake Warning

= Venicular traffic in designated areas and routes will be banned.
= Venicle traffic to the expressways from the interchanges within these areas
will be banned.

& Traffic will be controlled as necessary depending on the state of
emergencies.
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* Earthquake Warning Declaration

As part of the government's disaster prevention measures to minimize
suffering due to earthquakes. an 'Earthquake Warning Declaration' will be
anncunced when a major quaxe is forecast.

When seismic abnormalities are observed. a decision making team cf &
Metearological Agency seismologists Is neld. If a decision is reached that
a major earthquake is imminent, the DirectorGeneral of the Agency
reports to the Prime Minister that the Agency recommends the issue of
the 'Earthquake Warning Ceclaration’. The Prime Minister, in consultation
with Cabinet Members, then takes appropriate action
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When an Earthquake
Warning is Declared

wimmediately slow your vehicle.

wAct calmly! Listen carefully to earthquake and traffic announcements on
your radio.

# Earthquake Warning Information will be made available through road
nformation boards. over highway racios, through radio re-proadcast
systems in long tunnels, and over public address systems in service
areas.
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Response to
the Great East Japan Earthquake

As a result of the great earthquake on 2:46 p.m. March
11, 2011with a magnitude of 9.0 centered in the coast of
Sanriku, expressways managed by NEXCO East were
also damaged significantly.

The maximum seismic intensity on the expressways was
6.3. Immediately after the earthquake, 35 routes with the
total distance of approx. 2,300 km, which were approx.
65% of the extension managed by NEXCO East, were
closed and 20 routes with the total distance of 870 km
were damaged to the extent that traffic was affected.
The NEXCO East Group made its best efforts to make
emergency repairs regardless of day or night, completed
the temparary recovery approx. 20 hours after the
earthquake, allowing emergency vehicles to pass the
main routes including the Tohoku Expressway, and
contributed to passage of emergency vehicles going
toward the disaster area and transportation of emergency
provisions.
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Outline

To collect information promptly and guide the drivers on
the expressways appropriately, NEXCO East has
installed more than 200 seismometers at tollgates of
respective interchanges, etc.

After the earthquake this time. maximum seismic
intensity 6.3 was measured at the Mito-minami
Interchange of Mito Administration Office, and seismic
intensity 5.5 or over (equivalent to intensity 6 lower on
JMA scales) was measured between the Karumai
Interchange under the control of Hachinohe
Administration Office and Taiei Interchange under the
control of Chiba Administration Office, which was an
unprecedented level. The seismic intensity and
acceleration measured by each seismometer are shown
in the following table.
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Ensuring of
emergency traffic routes

The NEXCOQO East Group started emergency inspection
immediately after the occurrence of the earthquake,
grasped the damaged spots, and temporarily recovered
the spots which became impossible to pass due to the
damage, giving the highest priority to ensuring of traffic
routes for emergency vehicles.
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